Loris lydekkerianus is known to be the most widespread among two currently recognized species of slender loris in Sri Lanka. Here I review the distribution of L. lydekkerianus in the island, based on recent literature and data collected over L. l. nordicus was distributed in the lowland dry zone of north and east Sri Lanka, while L. l. grandis gathered in this review along with an observation by the author, extends the distribution of L. lydekkerianus nordicus towards the southeastern coastal belt of Sri Lanka, and suggests that the actual range of the species could be larger than previously known. Recent observations raise a number of questions on the range, abundance, variation and the biogeography of the hitherto known and possibly unknown forms of slender loris, stressing the need for further studies on these little known taxa.
Introduction
Slender lorises are small, nocturnal primates of the family Lorisidae. There are two species, Loris tardigradus Linnaeus, 1758 and Loris lydekkerianus -cies endemic to India and Sri Lanka. Their taxonomy has been revised through museum specimens based on morpholbehavioral and morphological evidence from wild populaet al. 2006 
2008).
Loris t. tardigradus is distributed in the southwestern wet zone of Sri Lanka, while L. t. nycticeboides is found in the upper montane cloud forests. Loris l. grandis and L. l. nordicus, which occur in the hill country and dry zone, respecbe synonyms -he "could not distinguish grandis from nordicus externally, though the single skull examined of the former nycticeboides was described as a subspecies of L. lydekkerianus by Groves (2001) based mainly on its size, it has now been accepted as a subspecies of L. tardigradus -et al. 2006) . The main reasons underpinning such taxonomic confusions are undoubtedly the lack of specimens, especially in rarer forms, and the lack of information on their range boundaries (where one taxon intergrades with another).
Literature on the Distribution of Loris lydekkerianus in Sri Lanka
There Hill (1953) found that the range merged with tardigradus at lower altitudes, but did not meet the range of nycticeboides.
grandis may have been contiguous with nycticeboides before montane forests were felled for cultivation.
Loris lydekkerianus grandis in historical records
The type locality of Loris l. grandis is Mousakanda, "it is possible that this race occurs also throughout the lower on the other side of the ridge where Mousakanda is located grandis
grandis Loris lydekkerianus nordicus in historical records
The type locality of L. l. nordicus is Talawa (Hill 1933).
from the northern part of the island only, there are persistent rumours of lorises being present in the dry zone jungles of the eastern and south-eastern districts." He also mentioned that nordicus occurs throughout the dry zone, but is not common anywhere in its range. Lorises have also been recorded from several other sites the suspected range of nordicus. These records include oral -caloa, Tamankaduwa, and Monaragala, wider areas named as Loris lydekkerianus, in Sri Lanka: Table 1 . Sources of information for the distribution of grey slender loris, Loris lydekkerianus, in Sri Lanka (see Fig. 2 ).
--tion to the sites mentioned earlier. 
Concluding Remarks
L. l. nordicus has recently been recorded from many new localities, it is interesting to note that they include only three sites with historical records, namely -ary. This does not necessarily mean the disappearance of lorises from other localities, but the lack of recent surveys covering its historical range. L. l. grandis has been recorded only -
grandis. There are Intermediate between nordicus and grandisHill (1933)
Int2
Intermediate between grandis and tardigradus -
Int3
Intermediate between nordicus and tardigradusmany sites from which both above races are recorded historigrandis in recent studies, there is an urgent need for a detailed distribution study on both subspecies. It should also be noted that only three of 12 localities of grandis nordicus are within the existing protected area network managed by the -ment of Sri Lanka.
The distribution map (Fig. 1) shows the ranges of the two subspecies of L. lydekkerianus in the different bioregions of 1999). L. lydekkerianus has never been recorded from the wet lowlands with characteristic tropical lowland evergreen (rain) forest and annual rainfall of 2,500 to 5,000 mm.
Loris l. nordicus is found only in the dry arid and interare characterized by dry mixed-evergreen (monsoon) forest and secondary scrub forest ranging in altitude from 0 to 500 m, and receiving an annual rainfall of 1,250-1,900 mm. The annual rainfall is between 1,900 and 2,500 mm in the intermediate lowlands, ranging in elevation from 0 to 1,000 m, with receive a rainfall of less than 1,250 mm annually and are characterized by tropical thorn scrub with isolated trees. Loris l. grandis is found in wet and intermediate midlands ranging in altitude from 1,000 to 1,500 m, and seems to precharacterized by tropical sub-montane evergreen forest, with rainfall of 2,500 to 5,000 mm per year, while intermediate midlands are characterized by dry patana grassland and associated moist evergreen forest with 1,900 to 2,500 mm annual rainfall. They do not ascend into the wet highland areas in the central mountain massif (1,500-2,500 m above sea level) with wet patana grassland and tropical montane (cloud) forest, which are inhabited by L. t. nycticeboides. L. l. nordicus and L. l. grandis with codes for their localities that refer to the location names and sources of information given in Table 1 .
Information gathered in this review along with an observation by the author, extends the distribution of L. lydekkerianus towards the southeastern coastal belt of Sri Lanka, and suggests that the actual range of the species could be they are not as abundant as in the northern parts of the island L. lydekkerianus southern population belongs to the race nordicus or to a different race needs to be addressed in future through detailed surveys in the area.
Recent observations raise a number of questions on the range, abundance, variation and the biogeography of the hitherto known and possibly unknown forms of slender loris, stressing the need for further studies on these little known taxa. The 2007 Red List of Threatened Fauna and Loris tardigradus has already been subject to local extinctions, mainly as a result of habitat loss. Researchers have recommended that Loris lydekkerianus and Loris tardigradus be considered as distinct species for conservation mea--ties within their exact ranges is of vital importance for their survival. 
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